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2d Session. ¢ 


ae 
Z 
REPORT 
THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY, 


In compliance with a resolution of the Senate, the quantity of public land 
unsold on the 30th June, 1828; the estimated average value per acre 
thereof, and the quantity since sold, and at what price ; together with 
the quantities offered for sale at different periods. 


JanuaRy 18, 1841. 


Read, and ordered to be printed ; and that 1,000 additional copies be furnished for the use of 
the Senate. x 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
January 16, 1841. 


Str: 1 have the honor herewith to submit a report from the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, dated the 15th instant, together with the 
‘statements and maps referred to therein, (marked A, B, C, and D,;) in com- 
| pliance with a resolution adopted by the Senate, on the 15th ultimo, in the 
| following terms, to wit: 

_ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to commu- 
-nicate to the Senate statements showing the quantity of land reported by 
_ the registers and receivers of the several land offices, in pursuance of the 
resolution of the Senate of the 25th April, 1828, to have been unsold in 
their respective districts on the 30th day of June, 1828, after having been 
| offered at the minimum price per acre: discriminating between the several 
' land districts ; what proportion of the land so unsold on that day consisted 
_ of first-rate land, and what was unfit for cultivation, according to the re- 
‘ports of the said officers ; what was their estimate of the average value per 
acre of the said unsold land ; and what part of the said land so remaining 
unsold on the 30th June, 1828, aforesaid, has been since sold, and at what 
| price, discriminating between the amounts sold in each of the districts. 
“And the Secretary is further directed to cause parallel columns to be 
prepared, exhibiting in one connected view the quantity of land unsold, on 
the day aforesaid, in each district; the amount since sold; the value as 
| assessed or estimated by the said officers, and the prices at which the lands 
| have since actually sold; and the aggregate value of the land as assessed, 
and the aggregate amount of the sales made since the 30th June, 1828, in 
) each land district. 
| & Resolved, further, That said Secretary cause to be exhibited, in the re- 
port aforesaid, such alterations as may have been made in the several land 
districts embraced by said reports, made pursuant to the said resolution of 
' Blair & Rives, printers, 
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the Senate of the 25th of April, 1828, showing in what instances, and to’ 
what extent, said districts have been enlarged or diminished since the ‘said : 
30th day of June, 1828; and, also, what new lands, then embraced by sia | 
several districts, have since been sold. | 

“¢ Jlesolved, further, That said Secretary cause to be communicated states | 
ments, Showing, in separate columns, the quantity of public land which has | 
been offered: for sale at public auction, and has remained unsold, at the | 
minimum price, in each State and Territory, for a period of five years | 
and less than ten years; the quantity so offered and remaining unsold for 
ten years and less than fifteen years ; the quantity so offered and remaining» 
unsold for fifteen years and less than twenty years; the quantity so offered - 
and remaining unsold for more than twenty and Jess than thirty years ; 
and the quantity which has been so offered and has remained unsold for 
more than thirty years ; showing the aggregate at the foot of each column, 
and the general aggregate of all the lands which have been offered, and 
have remained unsold for five years and upwards, up to the latest returns. 4) 

Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


Hon. R. M. Jounson, 
Vice President of the United States, t 
and President of ihe Senate. , 


GenERAL Lanp Orricr, January 15, 1841. 


Sir: In obedience to your directions, on referring to this office the reso- 
lution of the Senate, introduced by the honorable Henry Clay, which was 
passed on the 15th December last, 1 have now the honor to present rd 
following tabular exhibits. 

The document marked A is a synopsis of the reports made by the regis- 
ters and receivers of the several land offices, pursuant to a resolution of 
the Senate of the 25th April, 1828, showing the quantity of public land in 
market and remaining unsold on the 30th June, 1828, in their respective 
districts, after having been offered at the minimum price per acre: discrim- 
inating between the ‘several land districts; what proportion of the land so 
unsold on that day consisted of first-rate land, and what was unfit for cul- 
tivation, according to the reports of said officers : and what was their esti- 
mate of the average value per acre of the said unsold land. 

The table marked B shows, in parallel columns, and according to land 
districts, the quantity of land remaining unsold, that had been ‘Offered at 
public sale and was subject to private entry on 30th June, 1828, with the 
assessed or estimated value thereof as reported by the land officers ; also, 

The quantity sold from Ist July, 1828, to September 30, 1540, of the 
land that had been offered at public sale, and was subject to private entry 
on the 30th June, 1828, with the amount paid therefor by the purchasers, 

In connexion with this exhibit, another is presented on the same sheet, 
showing those land offices in operation on 30th June, 1828, the registers 
and receivers of which either failed to respond to the resolution of 25th 
April, 1828, or made only partial returns in pursuance thereof. 

The document marked C exhibits the sales made from 1st July, 1828, 
to 30th September, 1840, inclusive, of “new lands,” or lands which have 
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been brought into market by being offered at public sale subsequent to 30th 
June, 1828, within the existing limits of the several land districts. [In 
relation to this document, 1 beg leave here to refer to a note at the end of 
this communication. 

The “series of maps and diagrams” presented in connexion with this 
document, (marked 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,) exhibit the boundaries of the 
land districts as they stood on 30th June, 1828, and also the boundaries as 
they now exist. 

The discriminating colors* on these maps show— 

ist. The lands which were brought into market within the limits of the 
districts as they stood on 30th June, 1828, are indicated by the blwe color, 
of which the dark blue shade denotes exclusively such townships as were 
brought into market since 30th June, 1828. 

_ 2d. The yellow color indicates the townships which have been brought 
into market since 30th June, 1828, within the limits of the districts as they 
now stand. 
_ 8d. The lands not yet brought into market are left white, (uncolored.) 
) The table marked D, having reference to the subject-matter of the last 
branch ofthe resolution, exhibits the quantities of land offered at public sale 
during the several terms therein designated, and also the quantity of land 
remaining unsold on 30th June, 1840, which had been in market during 
similar intervals of time. It isto be remarked, however, that the intervals of 
time, as regards the lands offered, although of equal duration, are not pre- 
cisely identical with the terms during which the unsold lands have been in 
‘market. ‘The terms of the lands offered, begin and terminate with the calen- 
dar year; whereas, the terms during which the unsold lands have been in 
market, begin and terminate with the middle of the year. 

Much as this office regrets the want of entire coincidence between these 
terms of time, I have concluded, nevertheless, to submit this table as a near 
approximation to the requirement of the resolution, and the best information 
that can be offered in time for any useful purpose at the present session. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
JAS. WHITCOMB, Commissioner. 


Nots.—in order to gain time in collating the necessary details, to ‘arrive 
at the results for this branch of the resolution, which required the simulta- 
neous movements ofa large number of clerks, their labors had to commence 
and were nearly completed before it was found practicable, in regard to pre- 
| vious calls, to complete the preparation of the series of maps and diagrams 
showing precisely the degrees of enlargement or diminution of the several 
land districts since 30th June, 1828. 

Hence it has occurred, accidentally, that the “ new lands” sold since 30th 

| June, 1828, have reference to the existing boundaries of land districts, in- 
stead of being restricted to their limitsas they stood on 30th June, 1828, as 
} was designed by the office, under its construction of the resolution. 
The press of business was such as to prevent this circumstance from be- 
} ing discovered in time to have it corrected; and, with the consent of the 
honorable Senator who moved that branch of the resolution, the information 
is furnished as it stands, without awaiting further delay. od. WW. 

Hon. Levit Woopzury, 

- Secretary of the Treasury. 


“*See explanations (page 22) of the designations substituted for the colors referred to, 
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[92] 


Statement, exhibiling in one connected view, in parallel columns, the quan- 
tity of public land in market and unsold on the 30th of June, 1828, in 
each land district ; the aggregate value of the same, as assessed or esti- 
mated by the land officers ; the quantity thereof sold since June 30, 1828, 
up to September 30, 1840, and the aggregate value of such sales. 


Land offices from which full reports 


25th of April, 1828. 


were rendered under the resolution of the Senate of the 


Land districts. 


Marietta, Ohio 
Zanesville, . 
Steubenville, “ 
Chillicothe, - 
Cincinnati, af 
Wooster, Fc 


Tiffin (now Bucy- 

_ rus 4 
Jeffersonville, Ind. 
Crawfordsville, ‘“ 
Indianapolis, 
Shawneetown, Il. 
‘Edwardsville, ‘“ 


Vandalia, a! 
Palestine, “ 
Springfield Z 
St. Louis, ' Mo. 
Jackson, = 


Opelousas, La. 
Ouachita, S 
Washington, 
Mount Salus, 
(now Jackson) “ 
Augusta, * 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Sparta, > 
Batesville, Ark. 
Tallahassee, Flor. 
St. Augustine, “ 


Quantity of land remaining un- 


sold, that had been offered at pub- 
lic sale and was subject to pri- 
vate entry on the 30th of June, 
1828, with the assessed or esti- 
mated value thereof, as repoited 
by the land officers. 


Acres. 

406 ,0U0. 00 
#661 ,934.09 

131,835.81 
1,011,928.35 

800,000.00 
+169 ,850.63 


1,641,914.91 
1,490, 926.45 
1,952,260. 18 
1,842, 101.65 
2,689 815-87 
2 788,827.28 
2,793 ,293.94 
,496 ,000.00 
(947,324.61 
,219 426.43 
"430,025.00 
266,000.00 
,389 , 308.00 
? 


79,130.00 


,961,400.00 
149,306.00 
2.502, 735.75 
2,683 671.00 
1,571,810.00 
392,731.00 


2 
1 
2 
t 
1 
1 
1 
3 
2 
3 


8 

, 230,778.00 
9 
1 


50, 500,334.95 


$203,000 00 
828,417 61 
131,835 81 
758,946 26 
825,000 00 
152,865 56 


898,072 21 
652,290 68 
2,440,325 22 
1,381,576 22 
2.689,815 &7 
1,449,210 79 
+1 527,582 62 
48,870 00 
482,613 08 
332,913 96 
653,428 12 
633,000 00 
517,760 62 
751,652 00 


888,463 95 
148,070 00 
157,465 30 

1,001,094 30 

92.820 00 
157,181 00 
196,365 50 


20,700,566 68 


Quantity sold from the Ist of July, 


1828, to the 30th of September, 
1840, of the lands that had been 
offered at public sale and were 
subject to private entry on the 30th 
of June, 1828, with the amount 
paid therefor by the purchasers. 


Acres. 
323,251.60 
651,916.43 
129 581.04 
655,379.01 
§635 671.25 
167,946.56 


§1, 205,765.41 
1,067,464. 48 
1,797,553.71 
1,613, 129.95 

543 581.35 
1,698,483.35 
643,713.89 
1,170,857. 12 
1,327,454.65 
691,916.33 
224 808.49 
58,042.80 
285 651.10 
540 290.50 


2,308,212. 60 
23 360.73 
810,919.23 
205 , 789.05 
315,130.36 
110,448.94 
11,322.00 


19 217,641.93 


$406,419 21 
815,257 70 
162,422 62 
819,411 65 
797,672 68 
209,871 16 


1,519,150 41 
1,334,632 94 
2.252.407 29 
2.017,240 82 
679,678 32 
2,124,032 15 
807,005 34 
1,463,596 13 
1,659,549 30 
865,140 16 
280,596 40 
72,568 19 
357,063 87 
676,904 14 


2,885,996 04 
29 201 13 
1,013,739 29 
257,349 05 
393,912 95 
138,061 17 
14,152 00 


24,053,032 11 


* The quantity reported by the land officers at Zanesville was 647,955 acres. It has subse- 
quently been ascertained to have been as here put down. 


_ t+ The quantity reported as unsold by the land officers at Wooster was 162,643.81 acres. It 
has subsequently been ascertained the quantity should have been as here stated. 


+ This is the estimate of the register, about 54 cents per acre. The receiver estimates the 
average value at less—from 30 to 34 cents per acre. 


§ Independent of the sales in these districts, there has been granted to the State cf Ohio, of 
lands that were subject to entry on the 30th of June, 1828, to aid in the construction of her 
canals, 313,093 acres in the Tiffin district, and 140,827 acres in the Cincinnati district. 


[92] 


The following land offices were in operation on the 30th of June, 1828, but the registers ae 
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B—Continued. 


receivers of which either failed to respond fully to the resolution of the Senate of = 25th 


of April, 1828, or made no returns in pursuance thereof. 


Land districts. 


Piqua, (now Lima,) 
Ohio - - 
Vincennes, Ind. 
Fort Wayne, $f 
Kaskaskia, [Il. - 
Palmyra, Mo. 
Franklin, FE 
Lexington, % 


St. Helena, (now 
Greensburg,) La. 
New Orleans, 


Huntsville, Ala, 

Cahaba, Fé 

St. Stephen’s, i 

Detroit, Mich, 
Monroe, 


Little Rock, Ark. = 


Quantity of land remaining unsold, 


that had been offered at public 
sale and was subject to. private 
entry on the 30th of June, 1828, 
with the assessed or estimated 
value thereof, as reported by the 


land officers. 


Acres. 


2,294, 142.35 
3,406,445. 74 
1, 546,000.00 
No return. 
2,513,793.18 
2,709 ,076.00 
No return of 
quantity. 
No return of 
quantity. 
No return of 
uantity. 
*3 , 322,984.00 
2,418, 162.00 
No return. 
3, 162,926.34 
No return. 
2,758 , 554.00 


Aggregate - 


No valuation. 
No valuation. 
No valuation. 
No return. 

No valuation. 
No valuation. 


624 cts. per acre. 


No valuation, 
No valuation. 


No valuation. 
No valuation. 
No return. 
No valuation. 
No return. 
Wo valuation. 


Amount from preceding table = - 


Quantity sold from the lst of Fury! 
1828, to the 30th of September, 
1840, of the lands that had been 
offered at public sale and were 
subject to private entry on the 30th 
of June, 1828, with the amount 
paid therefor by the purchasers. 


Acres. 


+1,104,580.68 
1,790,326.88 
1,370,614.50 
637,725.36 
1,594, 303.31 
1,160,483. 52 
736,339.79 


2,010,673 28 
1,450,372 12 
"922,126 17 


No lands in mar|ket June 30, 1828, 


94,936.47 


391,675.21 
1,768,991.66 
159,792.41 
2363,364.77 
1,730,241.34 
524,498.17 


16 ,029 874.07 
19,217, 641.93 


118,890 28 


528,115 88 
2,262,573 76 
"951,745 70 


20,145,223 61 
24 053,032 11 


35,247,516.00 | 44,198,255 72 


* 400,000 acres of the relinquished lands are included in this quantity, subsequently selected| 


+ Independent of the sales, 


by the State of Alabama to improve the navigation of certain rivers in that State. 
there have been granted to the State of Ohio, out of the lands 


subject to sale on the 30th of I une, 1828, for canal purposes, about 520,000 acres. 
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Recapstulation of the foregoing statements. 


Sales from the Ist of July, 1828, to the 


30th of September, 1840, of “new | 
lands,”’ or lands that were brought | 


into market by being offered at pub- 
lic sale subsequent to the 30th of June, 


1828 :— Acres. Dollars. 
Ohio - - - 252,958.06 ALT,972 94 
Indiana - - - : 5) 068, 108.28 3,936,149 71 — 
Hlinois - . “ - 4 ‘365 ‘608. AA gy ‘AS3 655 13. 
Missouri - - 2 ‘081 644, 70 2 618 "134 02. 
Louisiana - - - 2.244 947.56 5) ‘012 204 34 
Mississippi - - - 5,504,625.53 7,326,317 AQ 
Alabama - - - | 93,487,941.66 | 4,476,852 05. 
Michigan - - - | 4,685,729.55 5,869,704 84 | 
Arkansas - - - 1,660,035.07 | 2,098,773 61 | 
Florida - - - 459,670.18 581,124 53 F 
27 809,269.03 | 35,820,888 66 


Sales in the same States, during the 
same term, of lands that were in mar- 
ket on or prior to the 30th June,1828 | 35,247,516.00 | 


ae 


44,198,255 72 


ooo 


80,019,144 38 


. Total - : - | 63,056,785.03 


EXPLANATION OF THE MAPS. 


The red lines represent the boundaries of the different land districts as — 
they existed on the 30th June, 1828. 

The lines represented thus 
tive districts as they now exist. 

The mark A designates the location of the land offices in 1828, and this 
mark [i their location at the present time. 

The townships marked thus x denote the lands offered for sale, according 
to the district boundaries as they existed on the 30th June, 1828. ‘Those 
of them which are included in dotted lines thus ........... whenate ‘new lands” 
offered subsequent to 30th June, 1828. 

The townships marked thus © represent the “ new lands” offered since 
June 20, 1828, according to the “boundary of the respective districts as | 
they now exist.” | 

The other townships and lands are not yet in market. 


- exhibit the boundaries of the respec- 


Note.—The townships in the State of Michigan designated thus @ were 
offered at Bronson. 3 


No, 4. Florida, 
5. Missouri, 
6. Arkansas, 


No. 7. Louisa * 
8. Mississippi, 
9, Alabama. 


No. 1. Indiana, 
2. Michigan, 
o Lllinois, 
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